
Berwickshire Civic Society

Autumn Newsletter 2021


Dear Member,


Thank you very much for your membership renewal and 
your continued support for the Berwickshire Civic Society 
especially during the pandemic.


The Committee has been meeting regularly and this 
newsletter gives you an update of what it has been able to 
do during the lock-downs and it’s plans for the coming 
months.


The Society will hold it’s next AGM on 

Tuesday 19th October 2021 at 7pm at

The Volunteer Hall, Duns, Berwickshire TD11 3AF.  

We cordially invite you as members, with your family and 
friends to attend. Drinks and Eats will be served on arrival 
so please could you RSVP by contacting Joy 
secretary@berwickshirecivicsociety.org


The Committee


mailto:secretary@berwickshirecivicsociety.org


Autumn Report 2021


Many organisations may have gone under in the course of this strange 
year but thanks to the commitment and enthusiasm of its members the 
Berwickshire Civic Society has not done so.  It has continued to meet 
by Zoom and it is making great plans for when things return to normal.


2020 would have been our 50th Anniversary so obviously plans have 
been cooking for a deferred celebration, hopefully in May 2022.  The 
idea is to have a special event in the garden at Marchmont which 
besides pleasant woodland walks now boasts a fine collection of 
modern sculpture assembled by Hugo Burge.  The artists and 
craftsmen now working at Marchmont would be invited as would those 
currently involved in the restoring the heritage of Berwickshire e.g. the 
Chain Bridge.  The event would included an exhibition of photographs 
and descriptions detailing the projects achieved by the Society over the 
past half century e.g. Hume Castle.  The proposed date is Friday 13th 
May 2022.

It is also proposed to have an Art Trail throughout Berwickshire which 
would be open to all who are interested.

I must register a particular vote of thanks to Judy Torrance and Joy 
Dobie who have done so much to keep the Society going, and to Derek 
Janes now sadly having to retire and indeed to all faithful members of 
the committee whom I look forward to meeting again - at last face to 
face!


Brigid McEwen President (& Acting Chairman)




Berwickshire Civic Society and the planning process



In the course of the year, Sco1sh Borders Council receive a 
considerable number of applica;ons under the planning process – 
Number 1023 and 1024 for 2021 have just dropped into my inbox as 
I write at the end of June. Inevitably, very many of those applica;ons 
are minor in nature or do not concern proper;es in Berwickshire. 
However there remains a steady flow of applica;ons that the 
Berwickshire Civic Society is asked to consider and make 
observa;ons upon where appropriate. 

The planning process is a complex and heavily legislated func;on of local government. Part of that process 
is the gathering of the views and observa;ons of all who might be affected by the proposed works, and very 
many of those consulta;ons are required by statute. BCS falls outside that statutory group, but the council 
have long determined that the views of BCS should be sought where the proposed works concern buildings 
and structures within Berwickshire. This is further refined to listed buildings, and works within a 
conserva;on area, although major developments are also no;fied to the Society. BCS always has the right 
to comment on any planning applica;on that raises concerns, as does any member of the public, and has 
used that right in the past to co-ordinate responses in rela;on to planning applica;ons that fall outside of 
the usual area of interest – windfarms being an example. 

The Society has drawn up a general policy for commen;ng on applica;ons, designed to protect and 
preserve the Berwickshire built environment, but also to react posi;vely to developments and buildings 
that will add to the fabric of that intangible en;ty that is Berwickshire. One could refine it as “Is it right for 
Berwickshire?” although that covers a far more complex decision making process. In the past year, BCS has 
submiVed a detailed set of observa;ons on the Reston Sta;on and Eyemouth Harbour developments, and 
has further considered works at Manderston and Marchmont and other buildings of equal importance. The 
submissions made are considered by the planning officer and the planning commiVee, and it is of note that 
observa;ons that have been made by BCS have been included in condi;ons of planning consent for a 
number of projects. 

The considera;on of each applica;on cannot be a purely scien;fic approach because of the judgement 
required to make “Is it right for Berwickshire” a valid approach. The Society has a process in place for 
referring decisions for mul;ple views, in order to reach a balanced conclusion, although the majority of 
applica;ons just require the aVen;on of a single person ac;ng in the name of BCS. 

Why have I outlined all of the above? BCS is in need of further people to assess and report on planning 
applica;ons, in order to spread the workload. I have to point out that the work is heavily IT based and 
requires an ability to write concisely, but that observers do not have to have a professional knowledge of 
planning or building. They do have to be able to understand the Berwickshire vernacular and appreciate the 
posi;ons of the applicant and the other consultees. 

If you are interested in this aspect of the ac;vi;es of BCS, please email me at BWPayne@msn.com to start a 
conversa;on. 
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The Coldingham Mercat Cross


At present, in the centre of The Square in Coldingham, there is the stump of what has been variously named 
as the Mercat, Merkat or the Market Cross. Erected in 1815 by the Earl of Home, it probably reused a much 
older founda;on. There is some men;on of a Cross in 1589, and the wear paVerns on the stones of the 
present founda;on suggest that the 19th Century monument was superimposed on the base. It is now not 
known precisely why the 10th Earl had the Cross built although his office as the first Lord-Lieutenant for 
Berwickshire, his Colonelcy of the Berwickshire Mili;a and the final defeat of Napoleon in 1815 may all have 
played a part.  

In the first decade of 21st Century, the shab and head of the Cross were dismantled for safety reasons – the 
shab in par;cular had eroded and was disintegra;ng. Since then, there has been considerable interest in 
renewing and re-erec;ng the Cross, the components of which are in safe keeping. Two issues have 
prevented progress – that of the ownership of the site of the Cross, and the cost of the project. The first 
issue has been resolved, although the current plan for the Cross will require a small movement of the whole 
monument to centre it on the available site. The cost however will be substan;al. Although precise figures 
are yet to be cer;fied, an ini;al es;mate has been in the order of £40K. The Cross is a Category A listed 
object  and so requires very careful handling if the statutory protec;ons are to be respected. 

BCS has been in contact with the project organisers and has offered support and advice and that has been 
accepted. It is the inten;on of BCS not to take the project over, but to assist in providing a grant to enable 
the detailed report needed for work to proceed forward. An ini;al report was prepared in 2012, but the 
project has developed since then and greater assessment is now required. 

BCS has a fine record in the preserva;on and repair of significant buildings and structures in Berwickshire. 
Since the incep;on of the Society, the paVern of social communica;on has been changed fundamentally by 
the digital age – the crea;on of Facebook Groups in par;cular has allowed individual communi;es to come 
together on their own projects. The Board of BCS commends this project to you. Dona;ons are sought and 
can be directed in the first instance via the Secretary:  secretary@berwickshirecivicsociety.org 
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